m) 



United States B\tent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 

Uuitod States Patout ond Tradouinrk OfHoo 
Addrow: COMMISSIONER OF PATENTS AND TRADEMARKS 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

WWW.USpLO.gQV 



APPLICATION NO. 
09/601,014 



FILING DATE 



FIRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. [ CONFIRM ATI ONNo" 



07/24/2000 



LOTHAR KUMPEL 



21527 



4353 



535 



7590 



03/08/2002 

THE FIRM OF KARL F ROSS 
5676 RIVERDALE AVENUE 
PC BOX 900 

RIVERDALE (BRONX), NY 1 047 1-0900 



EXAMINER 



HUYNH. LOUIS K 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



3721 

DATE MAILED: 03/08/2002 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO-90C (Rev. 07-01) 



Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/601,014 



Examiner 

Louis K. Huynh 



Appllcant(s) 

KUMPEU LOTHAR 



Art Unit 

3721 



The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address -- 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH{S) FROM 
THE IVIAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply wWh'm the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 24 July 2000 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|El This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1^ is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) ^6 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) ^ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)l^The drawing(s) filed on 24 July 2000 is/are: a)|E| accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)n approved b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 119 and 120 

13) [^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-{d) or (f). 

a)^AII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. ffl Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
/ application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attach ment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Infonmal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) ^ Infonmation Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) 3 . 6) O Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Specification 

1. Although this application is the US national stage of PCI application PCT/EP98/08375 
and the PCX application does contain an abstract of the disclosure. Applicant should, however, 
provide an abstract on a separate sheet as required by 37 CFR 1.72(b). 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

"which the draws" (page 1, line 1 1) should be changed to: —which draws--; 
"ore even vertically" (page 2, line 26) should be changed to: -or even vertically—; 
"buss system" (page 8, lines 16 & 19) should be changed to: —bus system—. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Objections 

3. Claim 3 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

"buss system" (claim 3, lines 4-5) should be changed to: —bus system—. 
Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

4. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

Several phrases in the claims are vague, indefinite and/or confusing, for example: "in 
particular" (claim 1, line 2) renders the claim indefinite for it is unclear whether or not the 
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limitation following the phrase is a part of the claimed invention; "preferably" (claim 3, line 4) 
renders the claim indefinite for it is unclear whether or not the limitation following the phrase is 
a part of the claimed invention; "a respective display" (claim 1, line 20) is ambiguous for it is 
unclear whether the phrase is used to indicate a visible display on a screen or a physical displayer 
for displaying a visible display; "integrated" (claims 5 & 6, line 3) is vague and indefinite for it 
is unclear whether the phrase is used to indicate an integrated device or integrated system; etc. 

Several phrases in the claims lack proper antecedent basis, for example: "the actual 
positions" (claim 1, lines 8-9); "the desired positions" (claim 1, line 1 1); "the respective position 
detector" (claim 6, lines 3-4); etc. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

7. Claims 1-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Roch et al. (US 
4,847,775). 

Roch et al. discloses an apparatus for making folded containers including: machine 
elements (gluer jaws, creasing conveyors and folders, see Figure 7) for acting on a box blank; 
position sensors connected to a calculating unit (134) via a control bus (32) for detecting the 
actual positions of the machine elements (column 5, lines 46-49); a memory unit (135) connected 
to the calculating unit (134) via the control bus (32); wherein each of the machine elements is 
associated with a respective display on a touch screen (26) which displays graphically or alpha 
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numerically necessary information so that the machine elements can be adjusted by an operator 
(column 2, line 66 - column 3, line 10). 

With respect to claims 5 and 6, the position sensors, the calculating unit and the displays 
are integrated within a system for monitoring the registration of the blank in the'cilsclosed^^^^ 
machine for making folded container. 



8. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. US patent No. 3,806,012 to Roch; US patent No. 4,366,753 to Glanz et al.; US patent 
No. 4,516,210 to Dahlke; US patent No. 4,604,083 to Bamy et al.; US patent No. 5,168,453 to 
Nomaru et al.; US patent No. 5,528,487 to Adachi et al.; US patent No. 5,980,440 to Mitman et 
al; US patent No.; DE 2825648; DE2946426. 

9. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Louis K. Huynh whose telephone number is (703) 306-5694. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 9:30AM to 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rinaldi I. Rada can be reached on (703) 308-2187. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 305-3579 for regular 
communications and (703) 308-7769 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308-1 148. ^ 



Conclusion 



LH 

March 4, 2002 
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The below text replaces rhe pre-prinred text under tht heading, 
^Information on How to Eflcct Drawing Changes," .on fhe back 
of fhe PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAW INC ( ll VNCt.S 
I. Correction orinformalitirs 37 CFR I.S5 

New correaed drawinj^s musi be tiled with (he chanyf s tnLorporafcd i/icrcm 
Identifying indicia. iCprovided. should include fhe mie of ihe inveniion 
inventor's name, and application number, or docker number (it any) it an 
application number has not been assigned to the appiicaiion if this mlbrmation i» 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet iiiid centered wiihin>ihc top 
margin. If corrected drawings are required in a Notice of Allowability (PTOL- 
37). Ihe new drawings MUST be tiled within the THREE MONTH shortened 
statutory period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability Extensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR I 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 
the correaed drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allowability The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed lo 
the OfTicial Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Draftsperson on form PTO* 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than inlormalUics noted by iiie Uratisperujn. 
MUST be m&de in the same manner as above except that, normally, a htghliubied 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporated into the new 
drawings MUST be approved by the examiner before ihc applicaiion will be 
allowed. No changes will be permitted to be made uthcr than correction ot 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposed changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawiny corrections within the 
time period set in the attached Oftlce cotnintinicaium .See 17 CTH 
1. 85(a) 



Failure to lake corTcctivc action within the set period will result in 
ABANDONMENT of the application 



